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RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 

Applicants are in receipt of the Office Action dated March 20, 2006. 



Claims I and 10 were rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent 6,157,01 8 to Ishiguro et al. ("Ishiguro") in view of U.S. Patent 1,653,575 to Kirtanc. This 
rejection is respectfully traversed. 

On page 3, second to last paragraph of the Office Action of 03/20/2006, it was stated: 
"Ishiguro fails to teach that a space between the convex mirror and the optical member is filled 
with a light-transmissive material." 

The Kirtane reference was cited to allegedly overcome the deficiencies of the Ishiguro 
reference. However, Kirtane does not teach or suggest an imaging device in which a space 
between a convex mirror and an optical member is filled with a lipht-transmissive material . 
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Kirtane does not teach or sSuggcst the use of a convex mirror. In Kirtane, reference 
number 1 corresponds to a "top glass clement" which is "a solid glass cylinder from which is 
removed a conical portion to give an air conc ?t (sec Kirtane al page 1, lines 54-60). 

On page 4, line 3 of the Office Action, the apex 3 of the air cone was cited as allegedly 
corresponding to Applicants' claimed "convex mirror/' 

However, Kirtane merely discloses that the top glass clement 1 has a conical portion 
removed, thereby producing the "air cone" shown in FIG. I, the air cone having a base 2 and an 
apex 3 pointed downwards (sec Kirtane at page 1, lines 62-63), 

Therefore, there is no teaching or suggestion of a light-transmissivc material filling the 
space between a convex mirror and an optical member. Kirtane simply does not teach or 
suggest the use of a convex mirror. 

Even if the Kirtane reference was somehow combined with lshiguro, the proposed 
combination would not teach or suggest an imaging device in which a space between a convex 
mirror and an optical member is filled with a light-transmissivc material, at least for the reasons 
discussed above. 

It is believed the application is in condition for immediate allowance, which action is 
earnestly solicited. 
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